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these things or who swore to them, they are
absolute falsehoods. They are trying to beat
me by fraud with the aid of a campaign liar,
but they cannot do it. I have no apologies to
make for doing my duty as a Union soldier, and
want none from you who wore the gray.''

This reply made the Populists cheer and the
Democrats wince. Some one tried to make a
disturbance, but he was suppressed. Mrs.
Lease closed the meeting with a speech. Then
the procession returned to town, and moved
around the court house square where a Demo-
cratic meeting was in progress. The speaker
denounced Weaver, and there were moments
when a word or a gesture might have brought
trouble and led to a general battle in the town.
Before the meeting broke up resolutions were
offered describing "Weaver "as a military ty-
rant, a renegade legislator, and a scoundrel as
a man."

"When shown these resolutions Weaver said
that "they were adopted by a small crowd of
cowards and defamers, who refused to hear my
answer to their charges. They were discom-
fited and whipped on their own ground. They
slunk away conscious of their crimes.'' General
Weaver and his party were then escorted to
their train by four armed men mounted on
mules. Mrs. Weaver declared that she had not
passed "so anxious and awful a day since the